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BANGKOK EXCLUSIVE FOR EELT 

1. HEREWITH REPORT OF MY DAY WITH PRESIDENT DIEM, SUNDAY, 
OCTOBER 27 . 

2. WE LEFT SAIGON AT SCCEP TO PHU OC LONG FROM WHERE WE FLEW 
FOR ABOUT 20 MINUTES BY HELICOPTER TO DAO NGHIA PLANTATION 
CENTER WHERE WE HAD LUNCH. WE THEN FLEW OVER THE PROVINCE 

OF QUANG DUC TO DALAT. DIEM WAS AT HIS BEST, DESCRIBING THE 
PUBLIC' IMPROVEMENTS THAT HE HAD PUT INTO EFFECT. HE WAS 
CONSTANTLY SAYING, " I DID THIS*’ AND " I DID THAT". HE APPEARS 
DEEPLY INTERESTED IN AGRICULTURE AND IN DEVELOPING THE COUNTRY. 
WHEN WE WERE IN THE HELICOPTER, BECAUSE OF THE NOISE, HE WAS 
CONTINUALLY WRITING MESSAGES ON A LARGE BLOCK OF PAPER DES- 
CRIBING WHAT WE WERE SEEING. HE IS VERY LIKEABLE* ONE FEELS 
THAT HE IS A NICE, GOOD MAN WHO LIVING A GOOD LIFE BY HIS OWN 
.LIGHTS, BUT WHO ALSO FEELS THAT HE IS A MAN WHO IS CUT OFF FROM 
PRESENT, WHO IS LIVING TN THE PAST, WHO IS TRULY INDIFFERENT TO 
PEOPLE AS SUCH AND ^0 IS SIMPLY UNBELIEVABLY STUBBORN. 


3 . AFTER LEAVING SAIGON, THE PRESIDENT MENTIONED THE FACT 
THAT AT ONE TIME UNESCO HAD PLANNED TO BUILD ANOTHER UNIVERSITY 
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IN VIETNAM. THIS GAVE ME AN OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS THE 
UN COMMISSION. I ASKED HIM WHETHER HE HAD SEEN THEM. DIEM 
SAID THAT HE HAD. I SAID THAT I KNEW TWO MEMBERS OF IT WELL 
AND ONE SLIGHTLY. I WAS SURE THAT AT LEAST ONE OF THEM WAS 
GOING TO ASK ME TO LET HIM TALK WITH TRI QUANG. I SAID THAT 
MY ANSWER WOULD BE THAT I WOULD NOT ALLOW ANYONE TO SEE TRI 
QUANG WITHOUT THE REQUEST OF THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM, 

BUT I STRONGLY ADYISED HIM TO GIVE HIS PERMISSION BECAUSE 
IT WOULD HELP VIETNAM IN THE UNITED NATIONS IF THE COMMISSION 
COULD SAY THAT HE HAD AT NO TIME PREVENTED THEM FROM SEEING 
ANYTHING OF TALKING TO ANYBODY WHOM THEY WANTED. HE SAID 
NOTHING BUT LOOKED PROVOKED. AFTER A PAUSE, HE SAID THAT 
HE SUPPOSED! KNEW THAT TRI QUANG HAD BEEN COMMUNICATING WITH 
THE OUTSIDE WORLD AND THAT HE HAD DROPPED SOME PAPERS OUT 
THE WINDOW ONTO THE STREET. I SAID THAT l FOUND THIS HARD 
TO BELIEVE BECAUSE THERE WERE NO WINDOWS IN THE ROOM IN WHICH 
HE WAS LIVING AND EYEN IF HE WENT ALONG THE GALLERY TO GO 
TO THE MEN*S ROOM, HE STILL WAS NOWHERE NEAR THE STREET. 


£ I 
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4. AFTER A SUMPTUOUS VIETNAMESE DINNER, HE SUDDENLY STOPPED 
TALKING ABOUT THE EVENTS OF THE PAST AND SAID, IN A CASUAL 
RATHER SUPERCILIOUS TONE, THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHETHER 
WE WERE GOING TO SUSPEND THE COMMERCIAL IMPORTS PAYMENTS OR 
WHETHER WE WERE GOING TO STOP. HE SAID IT AS THOUGH IT WERE 
A MATTER OF INDIFFERENCE TO HIM. I HAD AT NO TIME BROUGHT 
THIS UP OR DONE ANYTHING TO MAKE IT EASY FOR HIM TO DO SO. 


5. I SAID I DID NOT KNOW, BUT ASKED WHAT HE INTENDED TO DO 
IF OUR POLICY DID CHANGE. WOULD HE OPEN THE SCHOOLS, WOULD 
HE LIBERATE THE BUDDHISTS AND OTHERS WHO WERE IN PRISON, 
WOULD HE ELIMINATE THE DISCRIMINATORY FEATURES OF DECREE LAW 
NUMBER 10? 


6 . HE SAID THAT THE SCHOOLS HAD BEEN GRADUALLY OPENED, THAT 
THEY WERE ALL OPEN IN HUE, THAT THE BUDDHISTS WERE BEING 
LIBERATED AND THAT CHANGING DECREE LAW 10 WAS VERY COMPLICATED 
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AND UP TO THE ASSEMBLY, THAT HE HAD NO AUTHORITY. 

7. HE THEN ATTACKED AMERICAN ACTIVITIES IN VIETNAM. HE SPOKE 
PARTICULARLY ABOUT AN AMERICAN CALLED HODGES OF THE CIA WHO 
HAD TALKED TO PEOPLE IN THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT ABOUT 
THREATS WHICH HAD BEEN MADE TO ASSISI NATE ME AND THAT THE 
7TH FLEET WOULD COME IN IF SUCH A THING HAPPENED. HE SAID THAT 
COMMUNIST DOCUMENTS HAD ALSO BEEN FOUND DISCUSSING A 

COUP ON OCTOBER 23 AND 24 WHICH ALSO INVOLVED THE 7TH FLEET. 

HE SAID THAT THE ASSASSINATION STORY HAD BEEN STARTED TO 
POISON MY MIND, THAT ANYONE WHO KNEW HIM KNEW THAT MY SAFETY 
WAS AN ESSENTIAL PROCCUPATION OF HIS. I SAID I HAD TOTAL 
CONFIDENCE THAT HE DID NOT WANT ME TO BE ASSASSINATED, 

BUT THAT THESE RUMORS WERE CONSTANTLY BEING BROUGHT TO ME. 

I ALSO POINTED OUT THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO COUP ON OCTOBER 23 
AND 24. 

8 . HE SAID THAT MECKLIN, THE HEAD OF US IS, WAS PRINTING TRACTS 
AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT AND GIVING EQUIPMENT TO OPPONENTS 

OF THE GOVERNMENT SO THAT THEY COULD PRINT TRACTS AND THAT 
THE CIA WAS INTRIGUING AGAINST THE GVN. 

9. I SAID: GIVE ME PROOF OF IMPROPER ACTION BY ANY EMPLOYEE 
OF THE US GOVERNMENT AND I WILL SEE THAT HE LEAVES VIETNAM. 

10. HE THEN SAID THAT WE MUST GET ON WITH THE WAR AGAINST THE 
COMMUNISTS. 

IK I SAID I AGREED BUT WE MUST CONSIDER US OPINION; WE 
WANTED TO BE TREATED AS EQUAL PARTNERS; WE DO NOT RPT NOT 
WANT VIETNAM TO BE A SATELLITE OF OURS,* NOR DO WE WANT TO BE 
A SATELLITE OF VIETNAM’S. WE DO NOT RPT NOT WISH TO BE 
PUT IN TiRe- EXTREMELY EMBARRASSING 
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POSITION OF CONDONING TOTALITARIAN ACTS WHICH ARE AGAINST 
OUR TRADITIONS AND IDEALS. REPEATEDLY I ASKED HIM: WHAT 

DO YOU PROPOSE TO DO FOR US? HIS REPLY SEVERAL TIMES WAS 
EITHER A BLANK STARE OR CHANGE OF SUBJECT OR THE STATEMENT: 

"JE NE VAIS PAS SERVIR", WHICH MAKES NO SENSE. HE MUST HAVE 
MEANT TO SAY "CEDER" RATHER THAN "SEVIR", MEANING: n f WILL 
NOT GIVE IN." HE WARNED THAJ THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE WERE 
STRANGE PEOPLE AND COULD DO 'ODD THINGS IF THEY WERE RESENTFUL. 
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12. I SAID MANY THINGS HAPPEN WHICH MADE IT HARD FOR US. 

IN O'JR NEWSPAPERS W£ READ OF NEWSPAPERMEN BEING Bc-ATEN 

CAS THEY WERE ON OCTOBER 5); OF BjNZaS BURNING j Or CHILDREN 

being taken off to concentration points in us irjck». 

13. HE SAID NEWSPAPERMEN SHOULDN'T GO INTO THE CENiER OF A 
RIOT, THEY COULD EXPECT TO GET BEATEN. 

14. I SAID YOU DON’T GET ANYWHERE IN THE US BY BEATING UP 
NEWSPAPERMEN. HE SAID I WILL NOT GIVE IN. 

15. I SAID YOU WANTED US TO DO SOMETHING FOR JfHAl CAN 

YOU DO FOR US? OURS IS A GOVERNMENT OF PUBLIC aT 

ptfci r ■ v OPINION IS ALREADY SO CRITICAL THAT I THOUGHT THAT 
IF THE CHURCH RESOLUTION CAME TO A VOTE THERE WOULD TOO 
MANY VOTES AGAINST VIETNAM I WAS GLAD THAT IT WAS. ARRANGED 
TO LEAVE f HE DECISION ON AID TO VIETNAM UP TO TH* PRES IDENT • 

BUT THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF COULD NOT FLY IN THE EaCE OF A 
TOTALLY ADVERSE PUBLIC OPINION AND T He. BAD PUBLICITY COMING 
OUT OF V IETV/in iCOULD MAKE IT HARD FOR THE PRESIDENT. 

HR s&ID THE US PRESS IS FULL OF LIES. HE THEN CHANGED THE 

subject and talked about the impropriety of our allowing 

FORMER AMBASSADOR CHU0N3 TO SPEAK. 

17. I SAID THERE was FREE SPEECH in AMERICA AND ANYBODY COULD 

say whatever he wantedto. 
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: 18. HE SAID THERE WAS A PRACTICE AGAINST LETTING A FORMER 

AMBASSADOR ATTACK his own country in the country in which 

HE HAD BEEN AMBASSADOR. . 

ITHIS IS CLEARLY SOMETHING FOR WHICH VIETNAM COULD BE INDEMNIFIED 
.! ©ED0M0MMAGEA3LE). 

L, ( ( , # 

1 19. HE THEN SPOKE ABOUT BROTHER NHU WHO HE SAID* WAS SO GOOD 

;and so quiet, so conciliatory and so compromising. 

[20. I Said I WOULD NOT DE3ATSf6l5 POINT AND IT MIGHT BE 
iTHAT MR. NHU HAD BEEN TREATED/ UNFAIRLY IN THE PRESS OF THE 
; WORLD BUT A FACT. IS A FACT AND THE FACT IS THAT MR. AND MRS. 

NHU HAVE HAD EXTREMELY BAD PUBLICITY. THIS IS WHY I HAD ADVISED 
A PERIOD OF SILENCE FOR BOTH OF THEM. IT -IS STILL HARD 
FOR ME TO UNDERSTAND WHY MRS. NHU FELT SHE HAD TO TALK SO 
.MUCH. 

i 

21. HE Said she Had had more than 120 invitations. 

•22. I SAID YES, BUT THEY HaD NOT COME FROM THE US GOVERNMENT . 

23. HE SAID THE PRESS DOES NOT PRINT WHAT MAD & ME NHU SaYS. 

THE WHOLE CONCERT OF LIES IS ORCHESTRATED BY THE STATS DEPARTMENT. 

24. I Said THE GOVERNMENT DOES NOT CONTROL THE PRESS IN AMERICA. 

IT IS basically a free commercial press, when THERE IS 

SOMETHING SENSATIONAL TO REPORT , AN AMERICAN NEWSPAPER 
IS GOING TO REPORT IT OR ELSE IT WILL CEASE 
TO BE A NEWSPAPER. THE WAY TO STOP THE PUBLICITY IS FOR 
MADAME NHU TO STOP TALKING. 

25. HE SAID THAT AM3ASSAD0R CHUONG’S OLDER DAUGHTER IN 
WASHINGTON WAS "ACTING LIKE A PROSTITUTE", THAT SHE "SCANDALIZED 
GEORGETOWN" AND "EVEN .JUMPED ON PRIESTS". TO THIS I MADE 

NO COMMENT. 

2$. SOMEWHAT TO MY SURPRISE HE 3R0UGHT UP THE TIMES OF 
VIETNAM (WHICH I HAD NOT DONE) AND SAID THAT HE REALIZED THaT 
PERHAPS IT HAD SEEN A LITTLE 5IT INACCURATE CONCERNING THE 
DEPARTURE OF R'JFUS PHILLIPS WHICH HE UNDERSTOOD WAS IN FACT 
D'iE TO THE FACT THAT HIS FATHER WAS SICK. I SAID THAT I _ 

WAS SURE PHILLIPS* FATHER WAS SICK, BUT I ALSO SAID THAT THc. 

TIMES OF VIETNAM WAS CONSTANTLY SLANDERING THE US, PRINTING 
THINGS WHICH WERE. TOTALLY UNTRUE, SUCH AS THE STORY THE OTHER 
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!DaY THAT Had ALLOWED THE AMERICAN 
CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION.: and SECRETARY MCNAMARA TO VISIT 
; TRI QUANG. NEITHER OF THESE THINGS WAYS TRUE. BUT HERE AGAIN 
HE WOULD NEVER ADMIT ANY OF MY STATEMENTS ABOUT- THE INACCURACY 
; OF THE TIMES OF VIETNAM CONCERNNING THE US. 

! 27. AT THE END OF THE CONVERSATION HE SAID WITH’ A SIGH I 
/■REALIZE I MADE A GREAT MISTAKE IN LEAVING SUCH A GAP IN 
/WASHINGTON, MEANING THAT IF HE HAD HAD ANOTHER KIND OF 
AMBASSADOR, THE PRESS AND THE POLITICIANS COULD HAVE BEEN 

; cultivated so that Vietnam would not now find itself with 

; SUCH UNFAVORABLE PUBLIC . OPINION. 

•. I 

28. WHEN IT WAS EVIDENT THAT THE CONVERSATION WAS PRACTICALLY 
OVER, I SAID: MR. PRESIDENT, EVERY SINGLE SPECIFIC SUGGESTION 

which i have made, you have rejected, isn’t there some one 

THING YOU MAY THINK OF THAT IS WITHIN YOUR CAPABILITIES TO 
DO AND THAT WOULD FAVORABLY IMPRESS US OPINION AS ON OTHER 
'PREVIOUS OCCASIONS WHEN I ASKED HIM SIMILAR QUESTIONS, HE 

'GAVE ME A BLANK LOOK AND CHANGED THE SUBJECT. 

1 / 

ALTHOUGH THE CONVERSATION WAS FRUSTRATING AND LONG- 
DRAWN OUT , THE TONE WAS ALWAYS COURTEOUS AND RESTRAINED. 

I AM CONVINCED THAT WE HAVE PERSUADED HIM OF ONE THING: 

THAT THE STATE OF US OPINION IS VERY BAD FROM HIS VIEWPOINT. 

FOR A * MAN WHO IS AS CUT OFF AS HE IS, THIS IS SOMETHING. 

PERHAPS THE CONVERSATION WILL GIVE HIM FOOD FOR THOUGHT AND 
PERHAPS THE CONVERSATION MARKS A BEGINNING. BUT TAKEN BY 
ITSELF, IT DOES NOT OFFER MUCH HOPE THAT IT IS GOING TO CHANGE. 

30. THE US GOVERNMENT SHOULD, HOWEVER, MAKE UP ITS MIND AS 
TO WHAT IT WOULD REGARD AS AN ADEQUATE ACTION BY THE GVN 
ON WHICH TO BASE A RESUMPTION OF COMMERCIAL IMPORTS. THUAN 
THINKS WE WILL BE HEARING FROM HIM AGAIN. 
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